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Strong in 
economic, 
environmental 
and social 
responsibility:

Sustainability in 
procurement
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Socially responsible supply chains
Sustainability Rating: We create more transparency through sustainability assessments

▪ Social responsibility as a holistic strategy 
at Deutsche Bahn in our interactions with our 
stakeholders: society, customers, business partners 
and DB employees

Our contribution:

✓ Transparent supply chain

✓ Collaborative sustainability developement

✓ Long-term use of sustainability standards

Ambition and targets:

Project: 
Sustainable
supply chain 

(LkSG)

▪ Ensuring compliance with human rights and environmental due diligence requirements 

▪ Establishing a complaints procedure and risk management system to identify risk and any 
violations of due diligence obligations under the German Act on Corporate Due Diligence in Supply 
Chains (LkSG) at an early stage and take countermeasures

Approach: 
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1
2023 in EU tenders

Commitment to 
sustainability rating
if contract awarded 

(w/o minimum score)
2

2024 in tenders 
> EUR 100,000

Commitment to 
sustainability rating
if contract awarded 

(w/o minimum score)

3
2025 in EU tenders

Submission of a 
sustainability rating if 
contract awarded with 

industry-standard 
minimum score

4
2026 in tenders 
> EUR 100,000

Submission of a 
sustainability rating 

with industry-standard 
minimum score
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Protecting resources starts within procurement at Deutsche Bahn
Buying more recycled material to a complete circular economy by 2040

Milestones on route to the circular economy:Our goal:

Full
circular economy  

2040

Input

By 2030, we will significantly increase the 
recycled content of our main resources, 
which make up around 80% of our 
consumption.

3-fold

5-fold

2-fold

from 13.3% 
to 40% 

from 5.7% 
to 30% 

from 25% 
to 45% 

Approach

Ballast Concrete tiesRail steel

▪ Establishing a transparent data 
architecture: Developing a resource 
inventory and establishing a balance of 
material flows to gain an overview of 
resource consumption

▪ Sustainable and resource-saving 
procurement: Consistent consideration 
of sustainability criteria in procurement 
as well as review and adaptation of 
processes

▪ Research and development: Developing
and expanding strategic suppliers for 
recycled and recyclable products
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