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Despite improvements, interlockings continue to have the 
poorest asset condition rating across all categories at 4.02
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Source: InfraGO-Zustandsbericht Netz- und Personenbahnhöfe 2025, Website Deutsche Bahn

(1) Not all asset categories included, The condition of individual assets is assessed by means of the Condition Grade, based on selected condition indicators and using a grading scale ranging from 1.0 to 5.99.
(from as-new [Condition Grade 1] to deficient/poor [Condition Grade 5]).

More than 
3.800 interlockings are 
currently in operation

The technical portfolio comprises 
approximately 46 different 
interlocking types

Around 14.000 signallers 
control rail operations from 
interlockings

DB InfraGO AG | Interlockings | InnoTrans 2026 2

https://www.deutschebahn.com/de/konzern/konzernprofil/Konzernunternehmen/DB-InfraGO-AG-12598696
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A future proof railway requires strong people, modern 
infrastructure and stable operations

People

− Qualified and dedicated employees

− Attractive and modern workplaces

− Recruitment and long-term retention 
of skilled professionals

Responsibility for safe 
and reliable railway 
operations

Infrastructure and Technology

− Ageing infrastructure and 
technology, as well as equipment 
obligations, require greater 
digitalisation and continuous 
modernisation

− Modern interlockings and signalling 
systems create a robust and high-
performance infrastructure

Operations

− Predictable and stable operating 
processes

− Reliable path and capacity 
availability

− Seamless cooperation with railway 
undertakings (RUs)

High availability and 
reliability

Punctual and reliable 
transport of passengers 
and freight
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DB InfraGO ensures continuous improvement of the 
infrastructure through its technology generation approach

Legacy 
Technology1

Gen 1
Gen 2

Gen 3
Gen 4

Illustrative

(1) Technology generations describe the complete set of components that interact as an integrated system within a signalling and control system.

The interlocking portfolio 
has evolved over decades. 
Today, approximately 46 

different interlocking 
types are in operation.

The second
generation 

builds on the foundations 
of the 

first generation and 
focuses on greater 

standardisation and 
improved integration of 

the control and operating 
system.

The third generation
is characterised 

by extensive connectivity 
and 

high scalability.

The next generation
shifts key functions from 
proprietary hardware to 
software and commercial 
off-the-shelf hardware.

The first generation 
of modern interlockings 

marks the transition from 
analogue to digital 

systems. The 
signalling logic is 

computer-based and 
represents a major step 

towards automation.
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Modern interlockings – digital technology and signalling 
centres enable standardisation, centralisation and flexibility

− In the target state, nationwide rail traffic 
control will be carried out from the Digital Signalling 
Centres (DSZ)

− Decentralised geographical distribution to enhance 
workplace attractiveness

− Equipped with an Integrated Control and Operating 
System (iLBS)

− Standardised operation across all network regions

− Pleasant working environment with ample daylight 
and ergonomic operator consoles

− Digital Technology Centres (DTZ) are standardised 
buildings for the technical equipment

Current draft status DSZ
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