
Every day the 123 trains of the S -Bahn Rheinland transport 
thousands of people around Germany’s industrial heartland between 
the Rhine and Ruhr rivers. The fleet is currently undergoing a 
comprehensive upgrade that started with the 24 ET 424 units and is 
now encompassing the 99 model -ET 422 and -ET 423 units. The 
trains are being fitted with new seats, sockets, USB points, wireless, 
real -time information displays, TV screens, door lighting and 
exterior displays, adding up to a significant upgrade in the customer 
experience. The redesign extends the life of these regional 
workhorses and demonstrates how it is possible to provide modern, 
user -friendly public transport by maximising the potential of 
existing assets. 

The regional transport providers go.Rheinland and Verkehrsverbund
Rhein -Ruhr (VRR) are the driving forces behind this initiative. DB 
Regio is responsible for project delivery, with engineering support 
from DB Systemtechnik . The redesign itself takes place at Talbot 
Services in Aachen and at DB Regio’s own facility in Hannover. By 
assuming overall responsibility for the redesign project, and 
delivering the project on time, in budget and in scope, DB Regio has 
shown how far it is willing to go to deliver the desired result for our 
customer and for our end customers, the passengers.
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